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MESSAGE 


FROM THE 


Brefident or THE United States, 


TRANSMITTING COPIES 


OF THE 


L A W 8S 


OF THE 


Mififippi Territory. 


e ASIAN Eterno ne ren aaa ARRE a 


2d January, 1801, 


Referred to the committee appointed on the 22d ultimo, to 
enquire into the official conduct of Winthrop Sargent, 
governor of the Miffiffippi territory. 


Publifhed by order of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
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Gentlemen of the Senate and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
I TRANSMIT to both Houfes of Congrefs, for their 
information and confideration, copies of laws enacted 
by the Governor and Judges of the Mifhfhippi terri- 
tory, from the thirtieth of June, until the thirty-firft 
of December; Anno Domini, 1799. 
JOHN ADAMS. 


UNITED STATES, 
Jan. 1, 1801, 
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COPIES or LAW 


Enaéted by the Governor and Jupces of the Miffiffippi 
territory, from the 3oth of June until the 3x{t of Decem- 


ber 1799- 


de 


MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. W_ 


i 
(L. s.) 

A Law direéting in whofe name recognizances fall be 
taken. 


LL recognizances hereafter taken, for any 
A breach of the peace, for the profecution of 
offenders againít the laws, or in any cafe whatfoever, 
where a recognizance may be neceflary, fhall be 
made payable to the Governor for the time being, 
and his fucceflors in office; any law to the contrary 
notwithftanding. 


Tue foregoing is hereby declared to be a Law of 
the Mifliffippi territory, this twenty-firft day of 
September, Anno Domini, 1799. In teftimony 
of which we have underfigned our names, and 
caufed the public feal to be thereunto affixed. 


WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed) Wm. M‘Guirz, 
Perer Bryan Bruin. 
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MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. À 
(L. 8.) a 
A Law to prevent the importation of diftempered cattle 
into this territory. 
WHEREAS ferious evils may arife to the people 


of this territory by the importation of diftempered 
cattle ; for remedy whereof, 


y 


y 


y 
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Be it enaéted, That any petfon importing into: this 
territory. cattle affli€ted with contagious . diftemper, 
fhall be fubje& to a fine of ten dollars for every head 
fo imported, recoverable before a fingle magiftrate, 
with a right of appeal; one half of which-thall be 
for the ule of. the territory, and the other half for the 
ufe of the perfon fuing for the fame. 

- ‘Pur foregoing is:hereby dectared-+o be alaw of 
the Mifhfüippi territory, this twenty-Arft day of 
September, A. D. 1799. In teftimony of which 
we have underfigned our names, and caufed the 
public feal. to’ be thereunto affixed. 


“WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed) Wm. MGuUIRE, 
"+ Prrer BRYAN BRUIN. 
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MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY, X 


(L. 8.) É 
A Law to enable. an obligee or óbligces to bring an a@ion 
on a joint obligation againft one or more of the obligors, 
when any- of them are not refidents of -this territory : 
And alfo to make obligations and promiffory notes af- 
fignable, and.alfo:receipis for cotton. l 


WHEREAS inconveniences will arife to the inha- 
bitants of this territory, for want of a law‘ to enable 
them to bring fuits againft one or more of the obli- 
gors, in a joint obligation, when.fome of them are 
non-refidents ; for prevention of which, . 

Be it enaöted, That any perfon may fue out an ori- 
ginal writ, on mefne procefs, againft one or more per- 
fons joined in an obligation, where any-of the obli- 
gors are not refidents of this territory. 

It fhall be lawful to aflign obligations and promiflo- 
ry notes ; and alfo to aflign fuch receipts as are 
ufually given by the owners of cotton gins,. which 
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{hall be recoverable by an aftion on the cafe; agginit 

the perfon giving fuch receipt. And in cafe of the 

infolvency of fuch receiptor, againft the perfon or 

perfons making fuch affignment. 

Tu foregoing is: hereby declared:to be-a law of 

the Miffifippi territory, this twenty-firft day of 

. September, AD. 1799. In teftimony of which 

: we have underfigned our names, and caufed the 
public feal to be thereunto affixed. 


WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed) Wm. M‘Guire, 
PETER Bryan Bruin. 


EN 
MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 


(14 5.) 


A Law pointing out the mode of entering [pecial bail 
out of term time. 


IT fhall be lawful for ¿ny defendant in an action 
where fpecial bail is required, to go before any one of 
the territorial judges, or a juftice of the peace for the 
county wherein the fuit was originated, to take re- 
cogninances of fpecial bail; in the following form, 
to wit : 


Be it known, that on the day of 
in the year came A. B. before me, C. D. a juf- 
ticeof the peace in and for the county of E, and un- 
dertook in behalf of E, G. to be his fpecial bail, in 
an action of. now depending in the faid county 
of E, wherein.H. I. is plaintiff, and the faid F. G. de- 
fendant ; and in cafe the faid F, G. fhould be caft in 
the action, he fhall pay. and fatisfy the condemnation 
of the court, or furrender his body in cuftody, or 
that he the faid A, B. will doit forhim. Givenun- _ 
der my hand and feal, the day and year above-written, 
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`~’ Which recognizance of fpecial bail fhall be filed 
in the elerk’s office, amongft the papers in the fuit to 
which it has reference ; but the plaintiff may object 
to the fufficiency of the bail, at the fucceeding court, 
of which objection the defendant fhall have ten days 
notice, previous to the day on which fuch objection 
is intended to be made ; provided the recognizance 
of bail be filed fifteen days before the court, at 
which fuch objeétion fhall be made; and if the court 
fhall be of opinion that the bail is not fufficient, the 
fuit fhall remain in the fame fituation as if no fuch 
recognizance had been filed. 


‘THe foregoing is hereby declared to be a law of 
the Mififippi territory, this twenty-firft day of 
September, A.D. 1799. In teftimony of which 
we have underfigned our names, and caufed the 
public feal to be thereunto affixed. 


- WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed) Wm. M‘Guirg, 
Pereg Bryan Brun. 


MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 


(Ly s.) 
A Law fixing the place where the Supreme Courts for 
this territory fhall be held, the number of Jeffions, and 

. the time for holding them. 


` TWO feflions of the Supreme Court hall be held 
in each county, annually, at the ufual place of hold- 
ing the Inferior Courts of the feveral counties, 
to wit—-for the county of Adams, on the third Mon- 
day in September and April ; and for the county of 
an on the fourth Monday in September and 
April. 

` There fhall be held at the court-houfe of the coun- 
ty of Adams, on the fecond Monday in the month of 
January, in every year, a Supreme Court of Appeals, 


‘(-9 ) | 
in which hot lefs’than twò of the territorial judges 
‘fhalt fit ; which court fhall have jurifdiction in all 
cafes, matters and things which fhall be brought: be- 
-fore them by appeal trom any inferior’court ;- ha- 
beas corpus, certjorari, writ of error, füperfedeas, 
mandamus, or by any other legal ways or means. 


Tux foregoing is hereby declared to be a law of 
_ , the Mifhfipi territory, this twenty-firft day of 
` * Septemiber, A.D. 1799. In teftimony of which 
we have underfigned our names, and cauled the 
public feal to be thereunto affixed, 


A 
iss | WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed) © Wm. M'GUIRE, 
. Peter BRYAN BRUN, 


MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY, 4 


(Ls) > x 


A Law direéting the mode of binding Apprentices. 


THE overfeers of the poor for the feveral town- 
fhips where there are orphan children who are 
chargeable to the county, or likely to become fo, 
fhall apply to the Court of Quarter Seflions, held for 
the county in which fuch poor children refide, to 
grant an order for fuch ovetfeers to bind the children 
as apprentices to any repytable and difcreet perfon 
who may be willing to take them ; the male children 
until they arrive at the age of twenty-one years; and 
the female children until they arrive at the age of 
eighteen years ; and the perfon to whom an ap-, 

‚prentice fhall be bound, fhall be engaged by a çove- 
nant, to be entered in the indenture, to provide the 
apprentice with a fufficiency of good and wholefome 
provifions, neceffary cloathing, wafhing and lodging, 
teach the faid apprentice 2 bufinefs or eccnpation, 
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which he purfues for a livelihood, and-alfo to read, E 


write and cypher, as far as the rule of three ; and at 
.the expiration of the apprenticefhip. to furnifh the 
faid apprentice with one complete new fuit of cloath- 
ing, and two fhirts ; if a female, one complete new 
fuit of cloaths, and two fhifts. 

It fhall be lawful for the Court of Quarter Seffions, 
upon the complaint of the overfeers of the poor, 
or of any. apprentice, by themfelves, againit their 


matters or miftrefles, to hear and determine ; and if , 
it fhall appear to the fatisfa@ion of the court, that — 


fuch complaint be well founded, and of fufficient 


magnitude to make a removal neceflary, the court | 


fhall have power to remove {uch apprentice, and bind 
him or her to fach other perfon as they thall think 
proper. 

Tue foregoing is hereby declared to be a law of 


the Miffiffippi territory, this twenty-firft day of 


September, A.D. 1799. In teltimony where- 
of we have underfigned our names, and caufed 
the public feal to be thereunto affixed. 


WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed) Wm. M'GuirE, 
Peter Brian BRUIN. 


MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. /* 
Ps.) = 


A Law creating the office of Clerk of the Legijlature. 


A CLERK of the Legiflature fhall be appointed 
and commiffioned. 

Before he enters upon. the duties of his office 
he fhall take and fubfcribe the following oath (or af- 
firmation) to be adminiftered by the Governor, to 


It : 
I, A. B. do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that I will 
execute, to the beft of my abilities, the duties which 


Cie 


now or hereafter fhall appertain to the office of Clerk 
`- of the Legiflature : So help me God, 
It fhall be his fpecial duty, from time to time, to 
_ engrofs, or caufe to be engrofled, fairly and accurate- 
ly, in words at length, all aéts or laws which the Le- 
giflature may país, in order that the fame may receive 
the territorial feal, and the fignature of the legiflators 
pafling the fame. a 

He fhall difcharge fuch other duties as. the Legifla- 
ture may from time to time think expedient and pro- 

er: 

ú He fhall receive out of the revenues of this territo- 
ry, (whenever there fhall be funds belonging to the 
fame) the fum of fixteen cents for every fheet of one 
hundred words which he fhall engrofs ; and for all 
other fervices, fuch fum as fhall be deemed reafona- 
ble by the Legiflature, and upon warrant from the 
_ Governor. l 
Tue foregoing is hereby declared to be a law of 

the Mififhippi territory, this third day of O&o- 

ber, A.D. 1799. In teftimony of which we 

we have underfigned our names, and caufed the 

public feal to be thereunto affixed. 

WINTHROP SARGENT. 
(Signed) ‘ Wm. M‘Gurrg, 
Perer Bayan Bruin. 
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MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY, 


(2 s.) 


A Law to devorce Elizabeth Hutchins from John Hutch- 
ins, her hufband. . : 


FOR good caufes appearing to the Governor and 
Judges— * 

Be it enaéted, That from and after the date hereof, 
the faid Elizabeth Hutchins is devorced a vinculo ma- 
trimonii to the faid John Hutchins. And it fhall be 
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lawfil for the faid Elizabeth Hutchins tó inflitute onè- 
or more ations of detinue (or any other attion which. 
may be negeflary) by her next friend, againft the faid 
John: Hutehins, to recover the ptoperty which of 
right belongs to her, and which was given for her 
advancement in marriage. 2 eu. 
Tue foregoing is hereby declared to be a law of 
the Mifüfippi territory, this third day of Oc- 
‘tober, A: Di 4799. In teftimony of which 
we have underfigned our names, and caufed the 
public feal to be thereunto affixed. 
| SFT WINTHROP SARGENT, 
Signed) * ` "Wm. M'Guirz, 
a2 Peres Bryan Bruin. 


et te 
MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY.. X 
o. | (ws) T 
A Law fi impofe a’ fine on perfons refufing to fill the 
ofice of Conftable. 


BE it enacted, That the Court of Common Pleas 
- fhall have power to impofe a fine, not exceeding fifty 
dollars, on any perfon who being appointed a.Con- 
ftable, fhall refufe to take upon himfelf the office, 
and fulfil the duties thereof. 


As the fees for the duties of Conflables are not af- 
certainéd by the fee-bill, they fhall in future take the 
following fees, and no more :—For ferving a war- 
rant or fubpoena, twenty-five cents ; for levying all 
executions, fix per centum upon the money received, 
which fhall be paid by the perfon againft whém the 
judgment is given, and fix cents for each and every 
mile which fhall be neceflary for thé Conftable to 
travel from: Home, in the falfilment of his duty ; and. 
the- tiagiftrate. before whom fuch warrant. {hall be 


Cag ) 

` tried, or fubpoena returned, fhall tax the .cofts accru- 

> ing thereon. , > o 

"Tur ‘foregbing is hereby declared to be a law of 
the Miffiffippi territory, this fifth day of Oca 
tober, A. D. 1799. In teftimony. of which 
we have underfigned our names, and caufed. the 
‚public feal to be thereunto affixed. 


WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed) - | Wm. M'Gvire, 
one Perer Bryan Bruin. 
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MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
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A Law to provide for the infpection of Gins, Cotton 
= Preffets, and Cotton, intended for exportation from this 
Territory. ee ’ 


TO promote the interefts. of this territory, by 
eftablifhing at foreign markets the good reputaticn 
of the ftapke of this country, there fhall be recom- 
mended to the Governor, by the Courts of Quarter 
Seffions for the feveral counties, a’ fufficient number 
of fuitable perfons, to be appointed infpeétórs o! vot- 
' ton gins, cotton preffes, and cotton, who, upo: ap- 
. probation of the Governor, fhall be comm:fitned, 
under the feal of the territory, add whofe {pecial du 
ty it fhall beto vifit the gins and cotton houfes in 
their refpeétive diftriéts, quarterly, in the fame months 
in which the Inferior Courts are holden, and at all 
other times when they may be thereunto required by 
the owners of new gins, or fuch as having been in- 
jured, thall have undergone the neceflary repairs ; 
or whenever they may have reafon to believe any 
fraud to the public is intended. And in all cafes. 
where the mechanifin of the gins and preffes is pro- 
per and fufficient, and the cotton intended to. be 
ginned, of. good merchantable quality, they fhall give 
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certificates thereof to the owners, authorizing them 
to continue ginning and packing merchantable cot- 
ton during the good order of their gins, and no 
longer. 

And if any perfon. within this territory fhall pre- 
fume to gin for foreign market, without fuch certifi- 
cate firft had or obtained, or if any perfon whomfo- 
ever fhall knowingly and wilfully caufe or permit any 
but good and merchantable cotton, pafling through 
his or any other gin, to be put up in iquare bales, or 
after the manner ufually packed for exportation, and 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this law, 
he fhall for each and every fuch offence forfeit ard 
pay two-fold the value of an equal quantity of mer- 
chantable cotton, fo packed, to be recovered in the 
Courts of Common Pleas ; one moiety of. which 
fhall be to the ufe of the territory, and the other moi- 
ety to the profecutor, fuing to effeft--and the cotton 
fhall be publickly burnt: Provided, that cotton of an 
inferior quality may be exported in round bags, 
compactly put up, always bearing the words “ infe- 
rior cotton?” thereupon, in capital letters, the fame be- 
ing accompanied with a certificate from an infpector, 
folemnly made upon oath, before one of the juítices 
of the quorum or common pleas, of the value there- 
of, comparative with the good and merchantable cot- 
ton of the territory. 

The owners of gins fhall caufe to be marked in 
capital Jetters upon each and every bale of mer- 
chantable cotton, intended for exportation, M. T. 
with the initial letter of their chriftian, and the whole 
of their fir-names, together with the number of 
pounds in each bale ; and if any perfon fhall pre- 
fume, with fraudulent intent, to infcribe upon any 
bale of cotton other than the marks of the gin, 
where the fame was ginned, and packed, he fhall up- 
on conviction thereof be punifhed, as is provided for 
the commiflion of fraudulent deeds, by the ftatutes 
of this territory. E 
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Each and every infpeétor fhall, upon receiving his 
commillion, take the oath prefcribed for all officers, 
by the ftatutes of this territory; and, as a com- 
penfation for his fervices, be entitled to receive for 
every certificate granted, of the fufficiency of a gin 
and prefs, one dollar ; and for every day he fhall be 
employed in infpeéting the quality of cotton, (not 
exceeding two days at any one plantation) two dol- 
lars per day, with an allowance of eight .cents per 

“mile, for every mile he thall travel to and from the 
place of infpeétion ; which compenfation fhall be 
made by the owners of gins, refpeCtively, | 


Tue foregoing is declared to be a law of the 
Miffiffippi territory, to take effect from and after 
the firt day of July next. In teflimony of 
which we have underfigned our names, and 
caufed the public feal to be thereunto affixed, 
this fifth day of O@ober, A. D. 1799. 


WINTHROP SARGENT, 
(Signed ) Wm. M‘Guirg, - 
Peter Bayan Bruin, 
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THE foregoing jificen pages contain true co. 
pies of the. Ads paffed by the Governor and Fudges of 
the Mississirr1 TERRITORY, from the thirtieth day of 
June until the thirty-firf day of December, One Thou- 
‚fand Seven Hundred and Ninety-nine, 

Im Testimony of which I have underfigned 
. - my Dame, and affixed my private feal, as 
< Secretary in and for the Territory” aforefaid, 


near Natchez, this thirty-firft day of Decem- 
ber, in the year One Thoufand Seven Hun- 


dred and Ninety-nine. 


(Signed) 
JOHN STEELE, (x. s.) 


OO 


